
JAPAN's 8 REGIONS and 47 PREFECTURES 
 

 
Japan's regions are geographic and cultural-historic entities, not political or administrative. However, in a bow to politics 

Okinawa and the Ryukyu islands are part of Kyushu region, despite being geographically & culturally distinct.  
 
 

Japan's 47 prefectures are distinct political and administrative entities, analogous to U.S. states. Okinawa in this regard is a 
distinct entity, and plays a very significant role in Japanese domestic politics due to its controversial U.S. military bases.  


