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Some interes:ng geographic notes: 
 

• The Japanese Archipelago contains over 14,000 islands and extends over 1800 miles from 
Hokkaido to the Sakishima Islands just 69 miles from Taiwan. Coun>ng the Kurils (occupied by Russia 
in 1945 and s>ll claimed by Japan to this day) the archipelago extends over 2300 miles. 
Superimposed on a map of the USA it would extend from Maine to Florida. 

• The Korea Strait that we will traverse on our way to Busan, South Korea, is 120 mi/200 km wide. It 
connects the Sea of Japan (called the East Sea by Koreans) to the Yellow Sea north of Jeju Island and 
to the East China Sea south of Jeju. Tsushima Island sits in the middle of the Strait and was the site 
of Japan's decisive naval victory over Russia in 1905 which ended the Russo-Japanese War.  

• The Kanmon Strait (aka Shimonoseki Strait) between Honshu and Kyushu that we will pass through 
on our way to Busan is just 0.6 mi/1 km at its narrowest point.  

• The Tsugaru Strait between Honshu and Hokkaido that we will traverse when we sail to Hakodate is 
just 10 miles wide at its narrowest point. 

• The Seto (Inland Sea) separa>ng Honshu, Shikoku (smallest and least populated of the 4 main 
islands) and Kyushu (southernmost of the 4 main islands) is 280 mi/450 km long from east to west.  



• Honshu, the largest of Japan's islands, is the 7th largest island in the world and the 2nd most 
populous island in the world with 102M popula>on (a]er Java, with 153M). 

• Hokkaido, Japan's 2nd largest island, was a remote fron>er inhabited primarily by the indigenous 
Ainu people un>l it was formally annexed by Imperial Japan in 1869.  

• 90% of Japan's 123M popula:on lives within 100 miles of the coast.  
• The Tokyo metropolitan area including Yokohama is one of  - if not the - largest metro areas in the 

world (the winner depends on who measures it and how), with 38 million population (challenged by 
Jakarta, Dhaka, and Delhi). Tokyo became Japan's unofficial capital in 1603 with the ascent of the 
Tokugawa Shogunate which based itself there and called it Edo (which means Bay in Japanese). The 
official imperial capital remained at Kyoto until 1868 when Edo was renamed Tokyo (which means 
Eastern Capital) and became the official capital of Japan.  

 

 
 

OUR Silver Moon VOYAGE: 
 

 


